
Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council Prescribed Burn Association 
Requirements and Benefits 

 
This document lists the requirements as determined by WPFC for an organization to register with 
us as a PBA and receive the benefits of being a registered PBA. Please fill out front and back and 
return to training@prescribedfire.org. Sending a photo is fine.  
 
Requirements:  

1.​ Burns must be led by an individual qualified for the level of complexity of the burn based on 
the WPFC complexity calculator. (formal examples include: Low complexity burn leader or 
certified burn boss, but certifications are not required) 

2.​ Prescribed fire participants must wear appropriate PPE of at minimum leather boots, leather 
gloves, eye protection, and natural fiber clothing. 

3.​ Organization must consist of at least 3 landowners collaborating on their prescribed burning 
through sharing of labor, equipment, and/or expertise. We encourage organizations to 
engage in other land stewardship activities in partnership with their prescribed fire efforts. 

4.​ All PBA members agree to membership principles  
●​ Seek to further the mission of the Council: to make the use of prescribed fire in 

Wisconsin safer and more accepted for all practitioners. 
●​ Conduct prescribed fire related activities in a professional manner to the best of their 

abilities, and to strive to follow the standards established by the Council. We recognize 
that members of the Council vary in their ability to meet those standards, but that all 
members seek to make progress toward compliance. 

●​ Recognize that the Council endorses two alternative sets of prescribed fire crew training 
requirements: self-regulation according to Council standards, or compliance with 
National Wildfire Coordinating Group requirements.  

●​ Strive to enhance the public perception of prescribed fire in their fire-related activities. 
When appropriate, work cooperatively with government agencies, for-profit businesses, 
private individuals and non-profit conservation organizations to accomplish goals of 
using, promoting and enhancing prescribed fire as a land management tool in Wisconsin. 

 
Benefits: 

●​ Free or discounted training for PBA members 
●​ Participation in WPFC Rx specific insurance pool (available in the future) 
●​ Listing on WPFC website for other landowners or volunteers to find your PBA 
●​ Hosting training burns bossed by WPFC staff 
●​ Other technical services from WPFC staff (ex. Burn plan writing, burn plan review, burn 

policy review, mentoring) 
●​ 501c3 affiliation (available in the future) 

 
On behalf of _______________________________________ PBA I agree to the above.  
 
Signature: _________________________________________  Date: _____________ 
 
Printed Name: ______________________________  

 

mailto:training@prescribedfire.org
https://prescribedfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Qualifications-for-Prescribed-Fire-Personnel.pdf
https://prescribedfire.org/learn/training/


 

What counties or area does your PBA service? (or attach map showing service area) 
 
 
 
 
Does the PBA have any restrictions on what lands it will support burning on?  
 
 
 
 
Does the PBA have any restrictions on who can join? 
 
 
 
 
Does the PBA have any training requirements?  
 
 
 
​
Does the PBA have any PPE requirements besides those listed above?  
 
 
 
 
Do you want to be listed on the WPFC website as a PBA?  
 
 
 
Any other information that you would like to supply? 
 
 
 
 
 
Reach out to training@prescribedfire.org with questions! 
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