Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council Low Complexity Burn Plan
Template

This burn plan template is meant to guide a burn plan writer through the key elements of

planning a burn, but it is not all inclusive. It is intended for use with simple burn units (scoring

less than 84 on the WPEC complexity worksheet). This template is probably not appropriate If

your burn unit includes complexity factors such as

e a school or hospital within a quarter mile

e tens of acres of contiguous fuel outside your unit

e houses or other structures at risk

e potential for species of conservation concern in the unit
If factors such as these are present, you should seek assistance from someone experienced
with planning moderate to high-complexity burns. If you have questions as to whether this

template is appropriate for your unit, please reach out to training@prescribedfire.org.

The template provides a list of required attachments, including map(s), permit(s), a go/no go
checklist, and burn boss documentation for use on the day of the burn. A list of minimum
requirements for a map is included, but there may be additional information that would be
helpful for or required by those viewing your maps, whether crew members or a permitting

entity.

Use of this burn plan template and the recommended prescription included herein does not
guarantee a safe burn. The go/no-go decision process should always include an assessment of
whether the combination of weather and fuel conditions on the day of the burn will increase the
complexity beyond the capabilities of the available personnel and other resources. Users should

not rely on the burn plan alone to guarantee a safe burn.


https://prescribedfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WPFC-Complexity-Worksheet.xlsx

General Info

Unit name:

Address:

Landowner name: Landowner phone number:
Burn Plan writer name:

Burn Plan writer phone: email:

Goals: promote native grasses \ promote native flowers \ deter invasive species \ topkill brush \

negatively impact cool season grass \ other:

Objective of burn: consume % of fine dead fuels / top kill % of brush \ other:

Prescription:
Temperature: 35-70 / other:

Humidity: 35-60 / other:

Wind (on-site)*: 3 - 10 mph

Wind direction: _ preferred / required / any
Date range:

Time of day: between 6pm & sunset / daytime / other:

Unit description

Unit size (acres):
Unit shape:
Fuels present that compose >25% of unit: short grass (<2.5’) / medium grass (2.5-4’) / tall grass

(>4’) / oak litter / pine litter / wetland / flowers / other:
Firebreak description: mowed ft wide / leafblown/raked ft wide / other:
Fuels outside the unit:

North: East:
South: West:

Steepness of slope (%):

Aspect of slope:

Safety
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Hazards in and around the unit: steep areas / roadside burning / dead trees / others:

Assets in the unit to protect: buildings / bird houses / fences / signs / septic vents / other:

Lookouts: everyone / someone specific:

Communication: radios / cell phones / face to face / hand signals / other:
Escape Routes: firebreaks / black / other:

Safety zones: black / green lawn / gravel / other:

Ignition plan:
Light test fire at the uphill/downwind corner (point on map: ). 1 crew will move
in each direction lighting backing and flanking fire until the lines are secure ( ft of

black). Only light head fire once those lines are sufficiently black and all personnel are outside

the unit.

If interior ignition will be used (ex. around a bird house), describe it here:

Resources:

Personnel resources required: 1 burn boss; squad bosses; additional crew

Equipment resources required:

drip torches backcans hand tools mechanized water
chainsaw PPE radios first aid kit
other

PPE requirements:
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Contingency plan - fire:
What roads or contingency breaks are present if fire were to escape your unit?

Where is the most contiguous fuel or flammable area outside the unit (greatest hazard)?

How will you mitigate that hazard?

We will direct-attack the spot fire. The largest water resource will go first with others following
behind. All personnel not monitoring the prescribed fire will attack with at least one foot in the
black, first extinguishing the backing line, then moving up the flank(s) and pinching off the head.
It is never safe to move downwind or uphill of fire. If we are not able to catch the escape within

5 minutes with a direct attack, we will call 911.

Contingency plan - smoke:

How far away & in what direction is the closest road(s)?
How far away & in what direction are any schools, hospitals, residences or other smoke
sensitive receptors?

How will you keep smoke from impacting these receptors or the road?

ntingency Plan - Medical:

How would emergency personnel access the unit/where would someone meet them?

Who would call 9117

Permits required (circle any): DNR / local fire dept: / other: / none

Notifications:

Dispatch for county phone number:
Fire dept name: phone:
Neighbors:

Others:

Attachments:
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Map
[J North arrow
[J Scale
[J Legend
O Title
[J Unit boundaries
(J Property boundaries
[J Topography (can be separate map or annotation)
[J Hazards/holding concerns
[J Labeled points
[ Trails/access routes
Required permits
Complexity Analysis

Go/No go checklist
Burn documentation
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https://prescribedfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WPFC-Complexity-Worksheet.xlsx
https://www.prescribedfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/WIPFC-GoNoGoChecklist.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SxTSl3qCqzxLA--PM8DXeoSpE9-PMeACIhb_UN35A1o/edit?tab=t.0

