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Complexity Rating

0
Low

Complexity 

Element

Weighting 

Factor 

WF

Complexity 

Value 

(1-5) CV

Total

Points 

WFxCV

1. Safety 5 0

2. Difficulty of 

Containment
5 0

3. Fuels and Fire 

Behavior
5 0

4. Infrastructure 

at risk
5 0

5. Burn Unit size 4 0

6. Burn unit 

shape
3 0

7. Burn unit 

topography
3 0

8. Objectives 3 0

9. Managing 

People
5 0

10. Contingency 

Planning and 

Resources

4 0

11. Natural, 

Cultural, Social 

Values

3 0

12. Air Quality 

Values
3 0

13. Logistics 3 0

14. Rx Fire 

Implementation
3 0

15. Cooperator

Coordination
1 0

0

Moderate (84-135) Very High (166-275)

PRESCRIBED FIRE COMPLEXITY RATING WORKSHEET

Complexity Ranges

Low (55-83) High (136-165)

Fill in the highlighted (yellow) cells to complete the worksheet.

Rationale/Mitigation Procedures

(Provide the rationale for your score and your intended actions to address it. 

Highly recommended for elements with a complexity value of 3 or greater)

Complexity Score Additional comments or instructions:

This Worksheet is designed to assess the inherent characteristics of a burn unit, such as size, shape, topography, etc.  Day-of-burn considerations, such as the acceptable range of 

weather conditions, predicted fire behavior, fuel moisture parameters, etc., should be addressed in the burn plan. 

Remember that every burn situation is unique and can change quickly. It is not possible for this worksheet to account for everything that might happen between the time the form is filled 

out and the time the fire is started. The go/no-go decision process should always assess whether the combination of conditions on the day of the burn will increase the complexity beyond 

the capabilities of the available personnel.  Users should not rely on the complexity analysis to guarantee a safe burn.

Please send questions and comments on the Worksheet to info@prescribedfire.org

FreeText
*This is only a preview. The WPFC Complexity Worksheet is intended to be downloaded and completed as a spreadsheet using Microsoft Excel or similar software. Read more and download a complexity worksheet at https://prescribedfire.org/plan/implementation-standards/


