Many people think of fire as bad,
ut fire is important for keeping

rairie habitat healthy.

» remove build-up of dead leaves and non-native plants,
allowing prairie plants more nutrients and room to grow

» stimulate growth of grasses and wildflowers

» keep trees and shrubs from coming in and transforming
the prairie into forest
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There was once more than 2 millioh acres -

(more than 2.5 times the area of Dane County)
of prairie in Wisconsin. Only 0.5% (about the area
of Lake Mendota) remains today.

» Native Americans set prairie fires to help hunt animals, manage

pests, and clear the land.

» Today, professional land managers very carefully use fire under

controlled conditions as a tool (called “prescribed fire”) to mimic
historic fire patterns and maintain the health of the prairie.
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