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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 

Welcome to the inaugural Annual Report of the Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Coun-

cil. We hope this serves as the point of ignition for a new flaming front of interest 

and enthusiasm in the prescribed fire community. Looking back at an essay writ-

ten by  the late Dennis Presser, then Chair, to the founding Board members, 

many of the issues the Council formed around still need our attention today – fire 

training for practitioners, education and outreach to the general public on the 

role of fire, and updates to legislative language that impacts fire management. 

There are abundant opportunities and a critical need to expand the use of pre-

scribed fire to manage Wisconsin’s natural communities. The current Board of 

Directors and Committees are working to identify fire training needs across the 

state, update our website to serve as a better conduit for information exchange 

among the Wisconsin fire community, as well as a resource for those with ques-

tions regarding the use of prescribed fire, and implement membership dues to 

provide organizational stability and further the Council’s mission to promote safe 

and effective use of prescribed fire. 

Inside you will find updates on recent Committee accomplishments, information 

on some of the Council’s regional and national partners, and a look ahead at what 

is in store for 2019 and beyond.  

WPFC Board Members: Adam Gundlach (Chair, 
UW-Madison Lakeshore Nature Preserve; pictured 

left), Eric Mark (Vice Chair, The Nature Conservan-
cy), Yari Johnson (Secretary, UW-Platteville), Clay 

Frazer (Treasurer, Eco-Resource Consulting, Inc. 
and Pheasants Forever), Carl Korfmacher (Midwest 
Prairies, LLC), Carl Cotter (Aldo Leopold Founda-
tion), Stacey Marion (Adaptive Restoration, LLC), 
Jordan Rowe (Tallgrass Restoration, LLC), Matt 
Smith (Riveredge Nature Center) and Paul Quinlan 

(City of Madison, Conservation Parks).  
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EMBERS OF INTEREST 

Coalition of Prescribed Fire 

Councils 

Joint Fire Science Program 

 

The Wisconsin Prescribed 
Fire Council is a coalition of 

government agencies,  
organizations, contractors, 
and individuals striving to 
make the use of prescribed 

fire in Wisconsin more safe, 
effective, and accepted for 

all practitioners.  

The  Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-

tion. Your donation to support prescribed fire is tax-deductible! 
@wifirecouncil 

prescribedfire.org 

http://prescribedfire.org/WhoWeAre.aspx
http://prescribedfire.org/Home.aspx
http://prescribedfire.org/Donate.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/wifirecouncil
https://www.facebook.com/wifirecouncil
http://prescribedfire.org


“Did American Indians really burn the land? Of course they did. All peoples do, even 
those committed to industrial combustion, who disguise their fires in machines.”  
~Stephen J. Pyne  

JOINT FIRE SCIENCE  

PROGRAM 

The Joint Fire Science Program (JFSP) 

provides leadership to the fire science 

community by identifying high-priority 

fire science research needs that will 

enhance the decision-making ability of 

fire and fuels managers, natural re-

source managers, and others to meet 

their management objectives. The pro-

gram also meets the decision-making 

needs of those involved in developing 

and implementing fire-related policy.  

Fifteen regional consortia cover all 50 

states. Two consortia, the Lake States  

and the Tallgrass Prairie & Oak Savan-

na Fire Science Consortia cover north-

ern and southern Wisconsin, respec-

tively. 

The Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council 

works with the coordinators of both 

regional consortia to identify research 

and training needs and facilitate fire-

related programming. 
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2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2018 Expenses  

   Administrative     $1,281.90 

   Conferences/Workshops    $3,275.10 

 

2018 Income  

   Wisconsin Winter Fire Workshop  $4,062.06 

 

2018 Net Revenue    ($494.94) 

Current Assets     $7,436.90 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Membership Committee focuses on recruiting new members to the 

Council. Since the Council is a volunteer-driven organization, it simply 

could not exist without the dedicated support of its members. In 2018 

the Committee worked on articulating the benefits of membership and 

instituting a new membership and dues structure that will improve 

the financial and organizational stability of the Council and support ex-

panded use of prescribed fire across the state. Members are eligible to 

vote for and serve on the Board of Directors, get early notification and 

discounted registration for training, workshops and conferences, and 

receive recognition as part of the Wisconsin prescribed fire community. 

When appropriate, we will 

work cooperatively with 

government agencies, for-

profit businesses, private 

individuals and non-profit 

conservation organizations 

to accomplish our goals of 

using, promoting, and en-

hancing prescribed fire as a 

land management tool in 

Wisconsin. 

 
Members strive to enhance the public perception of prescribed fire in 

their fire-related activities and make the use of prescribed fire in Wis-

consin safer and more accepted for all practitioners. Members agree to 

conduct their prescribed fire related activities in a professional manner 

to the best of their abilities, and to strive to follow the stand-

ards established by the Council. 

Fire ecology sign installed at Henry Vilas Zoo, 

sponsored by Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev3_000384.pdf
https://www.firescience.gov/
http://www.tposfirescience.org/
http://lakestatesfiresci.net/
https://vilaszoo.org/visit/exhibits-attractions/#north-american-prairie


The Education and Outreach Committee, chaired by Mike Hansen (UW Mad-

ison Arboretum), continues to spread the word of prescribed fire, connecting 

knowledgeable professionals with novices, and informing the uninformed on 

the why and how of implementing pre-

scribed burns. 

Over the past year plus, the Committee 

has worked with the Conservation Edu-

cation Curator at the Henry Vilas Zoo to 

design and install a Council-sponsored fire ecolo-

gy sign for the zoo’s North American Prairie ex-

hibit, assisted with planning and co-sponsored 

the 2018 Wisconsin Winter Fire Workshop held 

at UW-Steven’s Point in February, and planned 

and sponsored an Intro to Prescribed Fire Work-

shop at the 2018 Upper Midwest Invasive Species 

Conference in Rochester, MN, in October. The Committee also collaborated 

with Council partners and UW-Madison professors to develop a fire ecology 

class for the spring 2019 semester that includes basic crew member training 

and participation on live fires for graduate and upper-level undergraduate 

students. 

Looking ahead, the Committee seeks to assist with planning and give support 

to any future fire conferences and workshops, develop a “Why We Burn” sec-

tion for the Council’s website, and other media products to raise awareness 

of prescribed fire in the state. 

EDUCATION & OUTREACH COALITION OF  

PRESCRIBED FIRE 

COUNCILS 

The Wisconsin Prescribed Fire 

Council is a member of the national 

Coalition of Prescribed Fire Coun-

cils. The Coalition’s core mission is 

to promote the appropriate use of 

prescribed fire for enhancing public 

safety, managing resources, and 

sustaining environment quality. In 

addition, the Coalition encourages 

and facilitates the organization of 

prescribed fire councils in states 

that lack active councils. Partnering 

prescribed fire councils’ efforts, 

which collectively represent twelve 

million acres of annual prescribed 

fire use, has created a forum to voice 

and address issues of national con-

cern. The Coalition’s work facilitates 

communication among interested 

parties in the field of prescribed fire, 

provides a focal point for sharing 

ideas and information, and creates 

opportunities for prescribed fire 

collaboration.  
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The Training Committee is chaired by Eric Mark (The Nature Conservancy) 

and includes Carl Cotter (Aldo Leopold Foundation), Jon Kellerman (Fox 

Valley Technical College), Yari Johnson (UW-Platteville), and Ken Terrill 

(Incident Management Specialists). The Training Committee conducted a 

statewide survey of prescribed fire practitioners in late 2018 to gauge what 

type of trainings they need to maintain and improve their respective fire pro-

grams. The Committee reviewed the results and has started to lay out a road 

map for the Council to sponsor trainings around the state in the years to 

come. 

TRAINING 

Elevated fish-eye view of a prescribed burn in progress. 

https://vilaszoo.org/visit/exhibits-attractions/#north-american-prairie
http://lakestatesfiresci.net/WIWinterFireWorkshop2018-02-16-18.html
https://www.umisc.net/
https://www.umisc.net/
http://www.prescribedfire.net/
http://www.prescribedfire.net/
http://www.prescribedfire.net/about-us
http://www.prescribedfire.net/


Interested in serving the prescribed 

fire community in Wisconsin?  

Know someone who is? 

Contact Board Chair 

Adam Gundlach 

chair@prescribedfire.org 

NOMINATE A BOARD 

MEMBER 

IMPLEMENTATION & STANDARDS 

The Implementation and Standards Committee is in the process of re-

filling its drip-torch. If you are interested in participating, please send a 

note to Board Chair Adam Gundlach (chair@prescribedfire.org). 

After a hiatus, the Government Relations Committee met in late November 2018 

with new members to carry on the work started in past iterations of the Commit-

tee.  

Previously, the Com-

mittee had developed 

language for legisla-

tion that would es-

tablish the “Right to 

Burn” in the state of 

Wisconsin. This leg-

islation would: 1) establish an exemption from liability for civil action regarding 

damage or injury from smoke 2) establish a “Certified Burn” program and 3) es-

tablish the right to conduct prescribed burns.    

It is one thing to draft new language, and wholly  another to find an opportune 

time and willing state representative to introduce the legislative changes. The 

Committee will continue to seek opportunities to push for these much needed 

changes in state statutes. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

LOOKING AHEAD: FORMAL MEMBERSHIP 

Following years of discussion and a membership survey completed in 

2017, the Board chartered a Membership Committee in 2018 to plan 

and implement a membership dues structure in 2019. We  believe that 

having formal, paying members will lend legitimacy to the Council and 

provide the base funding necessary to better serve the prescribed fire 

community in Wisconsin.  

Members will:  

 - be eligible to vote for and serve on the Board of Directors; 

 - receive early notification and discounted registration for 

    trainings, workshops, & conferences; and 

 - receive recognition as part of the Wisconsin prescribed fire 

    community; 

Your membership in the Fire Council helps us expand our community 

and create a unified, credible voice that represents the entire spectrum 

of prescribed burners in Wisconsin. Your participation helps us to ad-

vocate on behalf of prescribed fire throughout the state, and to provide 

trainings, workshops, networking opportunities and educational re-

sources to the prescribed fire community. 

LIABILITY 

The Liability Committee is also in the process of refilling its drip-torch. 

If you are interested in participating, please send a note to Board Chair 

Adam Gundlach (chair@prescribedfire.org). 

No matter how you 

get there, be safe 

and enjoy the ride. 

JOIN A COMMITTEE 

mailto:chair@prescribedfire.org

